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Peggy Lauber s Fertile Mind Wins 
Her a Baby Steer in 5-State Contest 


(Staff Correspondent) 
LITTLE SILVER— "Black Gold" 
is a 472-pound Aberdeen Angus 
Steer, and a remarkable specimen, 
indeed. 

But his owner. 14-year-old Helen 
Marie Lauber, Red Bank junior 
high student, is really the re- 
markable one. Helen, known to 
everyone as Peggy, won "Black 
Gold" in an essay contest in which 
1,800 youngsters up to 21 years of 
age took part from Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, New York, Connec- 
ticut and New Jersey. She wrote 
it on impulse. 

The theme of the essay was 
"How Increased Food Production 
Can Win the War." Peggy Lauber 's 
topped them all in the minds of 
the judges and "Black Gold" ar- 
rived via box car to the Little 
Silver station the other day. Peggy 
calls him sweet, but admits he IS 
stubborn. 

"Black Gold" is a handsome 
steer, and extremely friendly. He 
looks with some disdain on the 
robust Lauber Rhode Island reds 
that, strut about the property on 
Little Silver Point road, but Peggy 
claims he shouldn't do that be- 
cause the hens are going to support 
"Black Gold." 

"He'd better get friendly with 
them." she told some admirers of 
"Black Gold," "because it's the 
money from their eggs that's going 
to keep him well-fed and strong 
enough to be entered in the Baby 
Beef show when it comes along." 
Peggy has an uncanny way of 
winning things. When the Laub- 
ers took over the 135-year-old 
home on Point, road which they 
have modernized. 'Peggy came 
across a picture of the house the 
way it formerly looked, and then 
took one of the way it looked after 
modernization. 

"That combination would make 
I a good comparison subject, for 
j American Home magazine," 
j thought Peggy. She promptly sat 
| down and wrote a letter to the 
| editor. She said in a "P. S." that 
she was anxious to sell them on 



4-H FAN AND HER PRIZE— Helen "Peggy" Lauber of Little Silver, kneels beside her baby Angus 
steer which she won recently in a letter contest on how to conserve food. Peggy hopes to enter the. 
steer in a future 4-H club baby beef show. 


the idea because she wanted to 
buy a goat. 

Enthusiast for 4-H 

For a number of years Peggy 
Lauber has been interested in 4-H 
activities, has been an active mem- 
ber of the Little Silver 4-H club 
and has chickens, turkeys, ducks, 
geese, goats — and some bantams 
that fly higher than the house and 
light, in the trees like birds. 

Peggy had just about forgotten 
her letter to the magazine editor 
when the answer came. It said 
very pleasantly that the editor was 
genuinely interested in her idea, 
and that if it would be convenient 
for Peggy's mother and Mr. Laub- 
er — he's Albert Lauber, insurance 


man and gentleman farmer— the 
magazine would send a photog- 
rapher over and do a real fine 
picture story on the idea. 

Alert Miss Lauber went out, 
then and there, and bought her 
first goat, and to make things all 
right the magazine did send camera 
men over and the picture story was 
duly published and a nice check 
sent to Peggy. 

Peggy Lauber Is probably Mon- 
mouth county's youngest expert in 
amateur stock-raising and home- 
canning work. Last year she did 
some Victory canning while her 
mother was on a visit to Missouri, 
and when Mrs. Lauber returned 
there were 100 neatly canned jars 


of almost everything imaginable 
for the Lauber table. 

Peggy is that kind of a girl. She 
gets an idea, mulls it. over in her 
mind without, talking about it — 
even to her brother, Bobby, who is 
always in harmony — and then, 
bang, Peggy has done it again! 

That, was how she happened to 
do the essay that proved best out 
of 1.800 from five states. Here is 
what she wrote that won "Black 
Gold": 

"How, by increasing our pro- 
duction can we help win the war? 

"I live on four acres and in nor- 
mal times we have a small garden. 
We then canned about 50 quarts 
of food, jam and jelly. Last year 


we raised 76 chickens on free 
range, eating all but 12 for a fam-j 
ily flock. 

"Since the war we have an acre 
under cultivation. Mother and 1 1 
canned 500 quarts of food. We in- 
creased our laying flock to 24 birds '■■ 
and acquired two milking goats. 

"You now ask how this increased 
production helps win the war. 

"The garden supplied us with 
vegetables thru summer and win- 
ter. Therefore, we left these 
things on store shelves for people 
unable to raise food. This excess j 
keeps prices as well as inflation; 
down. 

"Having enough potatoes we sup- 
plied three other families besides 
ourselves for the winter. 

"With milking goats we no long- 
er needed the milkman. Beside* 
ourselves we have fWt egg cus- 
tomers. Harvesting a ton of hay 
for the goats, with eggs, milk and 
canned foods we only needed to 
buy meat from the store last win- 
ter. 

"With the scarcity of field corn 
we planted enough to last the win- 
ter and keep the livestock produc- 
ing. 

"Multiply our increase on four 
aeres by a few million other 
people's increases and you begin 
to see how inflation '-can be kept 
down on the home front and 
enough food fighting for freedom 
on the battlefront. 

"That's how increased produc- 
tion can help win the war!" 

Someone remarked that. Peggy 
certainly had the right, steer when 
she decided to write the winning 
essay. 

"I don't know about that," she 
says, "but I do know I've got the 
right steer In 'Black Gold.' Isn't 
he SWEET?" 


